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A SERVICE FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION – We’re Waiting For You, Lord - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=hvlP2MKwE78&feature=youtu.be 

 

GREETING 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight  

in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our  

Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you;                                             

and also with you. 

 

HYMN – The People Who Walk In Darkness - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAYZhCgTT8w 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

Praise God! For the Lord our God the almighty reigns! 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory. 

 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 

 

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

O praise the name of the Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden  

in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the  

heart. 

 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 

Turn to us again, O God our Saviour,               
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and let your anger cease from us: 

 

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Show us your compassion, O Lord, and  

grant us your salvation: 

 

Christ have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

 

Your salvation is near for those that fear  

you, that glory may dwell in our land: 

 

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

May the God of love 

bring us back to himself, 

forgive us our sins, 

and assure us of his eternal love 

in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST BIBLE READINGS – Isaiah 40: 1-11 

 

BENEDICTUS – The Song of Zechariah 

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 

born of the house of his servant David. 

 

Through his holy prophets God promised of old 

to save us from our enemies 

from the hands of all that hate us. 
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To show mercy to our ancestors, 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies. 

 

Free to worship him without fear, 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet 

of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 

To give his people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

 

In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us. 

 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1: 68-79 

Glory to God, Source of All Being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now; 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

GOSPEL READING – Mark 1: 1-8 

 

REFLECTION – Revd. Helen Duckett 

Some words from our Old Testament reading from Isaiah: 

“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 

she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

double for all her sins.”  (40:1-2) 
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Last week we were thinking about ‘Hope’ – one of the main themes of the Advent Season; and, 

indeed, in certain church traditions, ‘Hope’ is represented by the first candle on the Advent wreath. 

One of the things about hope is that it is usually pretty easy to be hopeful when things are going 

well, when the skies are blue and the wind is filling our sails. It is relatively easy to trust God in 

those moments and to believe that everything will work out for the best. 

However, what do we do when everything seems less hopeful, when it seems hopeless even? 

When we’ve received yet another bit of bad news – another bill that we can’t afford; a wayward 

child or grandchild whom we worry constantly about; a bad health diagnosis; an illness; 

redundancy; arguments and disagreements in the family. How exactly do we hope in these 

circumstances? 

All it takes is a moment on the news channels or on social media for hopelessness to creep in. 

Everywhere we turn it seems there is chaos. Pandemics, politics, climate devastation, worldwide 

atrocities and war. Deep divisions amongst people – nations turning in on each other, calling each 

other the vilest of names and thinking even worse. Is it any wonder we look for hope at this time of 

year? Is it any wonder that we are sometimes suspicious that it may be nothing more than wishing 

and dreaming? 

The people of Israel whom the prophet Isaiah is addressing in our Old Testament reading today, 

were a people who found themselves in a situation that appeared completely and utterly hopeless. 

They were a people in exile. In 587 BC, their country had been invaded by the great empire of 

Babylon. The Temple had been destroyed – razed to the ground. Hundreds of thousands of 

Israelites has been murdered and raped; their leaders and many of the ordinary folk who had 

survived were taken as prisoners back to Babylon. The others were left in a defeated and 

devastated land – having to fend for themselves. And worse of all, God, their God, Yahweh, the 

God of Israel, seemed to have abandoned them – appeared to have allowed the Babylonians to 

invade and to do their worst. There was, the Israelites, believed, no hope left for them – no hope 

for them as the people of God, no hope for a future… 

And yet, it is right in the midst of this devastation, and destruction, and despair, that the words of 

Isaiah ring out in our reading today: ““Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that 

she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”  (40:1-2) 

Through his servant Isaiah, God reaches out to his people – offering words of solace, of promise, 

of hope. Despite the fact that they are in slavery, are in exile; despite the fact that they feel that 

God has abandoned them; despite everything feeling hopeless and despairing; God speaks and 

declares that actually this is not so; that there is hope; there is the promise of a brighter dawn. For 

God is coming to rescue and to redeem his people; and in order to welcome him, a way must be 

prepared: “Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed…” (40:4-5) 

 

I don’t know about you, but when I am hurt or upset or feeling worried or anxious about something, 

one of the things that irritates me the most is for people to try to comfort me by saying, ‘It’s all 

right’; because, of course, it is NOT all right – if it were I wouldn’t be upset! And that is important, I 

think, in understanding what is doing on in our passage from Isaiah because although God is 
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offering comfort and hope to his people, he is not promising that Israel’s circumstances will change 

immediately. The people are still in exile; nothing really has changed materially for them yet. God’s 

message is not ‘it IS all right’ but, rather, that ‘it WILL be all right’. God does not downplay our 

current upset by telling us that everything is fine when it is not; but what God does do is to ask us 

to lift up our eyes and look beyond our current situation into the future that he yearns to give us.  

This is a theme that runs throughout the Bible – we can somehow bear our current difficulties 

because we know that God will save us in the future. It is this kind of thinking that can be seen, for 

example, in 1 Peter 1:3-6: 

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being 

protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In 

this, you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials…’ 

So, the message in our Old Testament from Isaiah is that the exiles are to be comforted BEFORE 

anything has really changed. The comfort, the hope that the people are to receive is based on the 

promise that their circumstances WILL change, even if they haven’t yet. And the reason they can 

be sure of this, is that God’s word is to be trusted; God has spoken, God has promised; and God 

will always be faithful, will always keep his promises: ‘The grass withers, the flower fades; but the 

word of our God will stand for ever.’ (40:8) 

And indeed, those of you who know your Old Testament history, will be aware after many long 

years, the people of Israel did come home from exile, did return to their promised land. Some 50 

years after the invasion by Babylon, the new Babylonian ruler, Cyrus, declared in 538 BC that the 

exiled Israelites could return home; and just under 100 years after that, in 445 BC the walls of their 

capital city, Jerusalem, were finally re-built by Nehemiah.  

So God’s promises were fulfilled - although for the people there was a long wait, a long time of 

challenge to hold onto the promises of hope and to trust that God would keep his word and that 

God’s message of comfort would be fully realised and made manifest. 

And just as it was for the people of Israel, so too perhaps it is for us today. We may find ourselves 

in situations where we feel hopelessness, despair; where we wonder if salvation will ever be at 

hand. Many people are feeling this about the Covid situation at the moment – although there is, 

the blessing and the promise of hope with the vaccines. 

Sometimes, when we are feeling despairing, fearful, afraid, it is difficult to trust, it is difficult to have 

hope, to believe in God’s promises for our future; and if we are feeling like that today, perhaps we 

need to listen to the words of Isaiah as if the prophet is speaking directly to us; as if God is 

promising his comfort to us; as if God is reassuring us that although it may not be ‘all right’ at the 

present time, it will be ‘all right’ in the future. 

For God has spoken, and God always keeps his promises… 

Let us pray: 

In our despair and hopelessness; 

O God, comfort us. 

 

When we are bogged down and stuck: 
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O God, comfort us. 

 

When we cannot see which way to go; 

O God, comfort us. 

 

When the way ahead seems dark and difficult; 

O God, comfort us; 

and draw us on to be the people you are calling us to be. 

Amen. 

 

And a prayer by St. Ignatius of Loyola: 

O Christ Jesus, 

when all is darkness 

and we feel our weakness and helplessness; 

give us the sense of your presence, 

your love, and your strength. 

Help us to have perfect trust  

in your protecting love 

and strengthening power, 

so that nothing may frighten or worry us, 

for, living close to you, 

we shall see your hand, 

your purpose, and your will through all things. 

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN – Do You Hear What I Hear - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPvOE-7SUaU 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

  

Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come. 
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We believe in God the Father, 

who created all things: 

for by his will they were created 

and have their being. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who was slain: 

for with his blood, 

he purchased us for God, 

from every tribe and language, 

from every people and nation. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 

the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 

Even so come, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

Watchful at all times, 

let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 

 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may establish among the nations 

his sceptre of righteousness, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 

and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 

restore the sick 

and raise up all who have fallen, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That, with all the saints in light, 

we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 

to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father: 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Almighty God, 

as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 

first came to seek and to save the lost; 

so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 

for he is now alive 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

COLLECT FOR ADVENT 2 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 

judge and saviour 
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we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN – He Is The Light Of The World - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyp2UsJfPgY 

 

BLESSING 

May God the Father, Judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

Amen. 

  

May God the Son, coming among us in  

power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love.   

Amen. 
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And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

be upon us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

As we await our coming Saviour, 

let us go in the peace of Christ, 

  Thanks be to God. 

   Amen. 

Material for this service was taken from 

Common Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2000; 

New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2008; 

A New Zealand Prayer Book (HarperCollins) © The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia 1989. 


